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ELDREDGE  GENEALOGY 

The  genealogy  of  our  family  has  been  carefully  delineated  through  the 
eighteenth  century  by  fjoeth  S.  Eldredge  in  Eldredge  Genealogy:  A 
Record  of  some  of  the  Descendents  of  William  Eldredge  of 
Yarmouth,  Boston ,  1896  ( later  of  San  Francisco ),  printed  for  private 
distribution.  This  volume  is  to  be  found  in  Newberry  Library,  Chicago, 
Illinois:  Vol.  E-7-E-385 ,  February  25,  1958.  Following  is  the  record 
compiled  by  fjoeth  S.  Eldredge: 

“ Preface .  In  presenting  this  little  work  to  my  friends  and  rela¬ 
tives,  I  desire  to  say  to  the  members  of  the  Eldredge  family,  that 
in  tracing  my  line  from  William  of  Yarmouth,  I  have  not  discov¬ 
ered  any  of  the  name  who  have  attained  very  great  prominence 
in  either  political  or  social  life,  but  have  found  them,  in  the  main, 
plain  country  folk,  neither  very  rich  nor  very  poor,  maintaining 
themselves  with  sturdy  independence,  respecting  themselves  and 
having  the  respect  of  their  neighbors;  ready  to  defend  house  and 
country  and  taking  their  part  in  the  small  affairs  of  their  towns; 
in  a  word,  ‘good  citizens.5 
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“ Eldredge  Genealogy.  The  name  of  Eldredge,  or  as  it  was  originally 
written,  Eldred,  is  Saxon.  Eldred  was  the  name  of  several  Kings 
of  the  Saxons  in  the  eighth  and  ninth  centuries.  Eldred  was  King 
of  Chester,  a.d.  951.  An  Eldred  was  Saxon  Archbishop  of  York 
(and  Canterbury)  in  1 066  and  according  to  the  historian  Thiery, 
cursed  William  the  Conqueror.  The  Eldreds  were  holders  of 
lands  in  Wilts,  Dorset,  Somerset,  Devon,  Gloucester,  Shropshire, 
Yorkshire,  and  other  countries  at  the  time  of  the  Domesday  sur¬ 
vey  (a.d.  1085)  and  prior  thereto,  in  the  time  of  Edward  the 
Confessor. 

“John  Eldred,  of  Great  Saxham,  in  Suffolk,  descended  from  an 
ancient  family  claiming  Saxon  origin.  Tradition  says  that  he 
purchased  the  Great  Saxham  Estates  because  of  his  belief  that 
his  ancestors,  in  remote  ages  as  Saxon  Kings,  had  held  the 
Saxhams  as  their  great  Saxon  home. 

“He  was  born  in  1552  and  died  in  1632.  He  was  a  great  traveler 
and  his  ships  and  merchandise  went  to  all  parts  of  the  world. 
He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Virginia  and  from  1609  to  1624 
was  a  member  of  His  Majesty’s  Council  for  the  Virginia  Com¬ 
pany  of  London.  The  brass  ‘John  Eldred  the  Navigator’  at 
Great  Saxham,  had  the  arms  of  the  East  India  Merchants,  the 
Levant  or  Turkey  Merchants,  and  the  Russian  Merchants  Com¬ 
panies.  He  left  four  sons  and  two  daughters.  Thomas  Lee  of 
Coton  in  Shropshire  (the  seat  of  Launcelot  Lee,  Esq.)  married 
Dorothy,  granddaughter  of  John  Eldred. 

“The  Pilgrims  who  came  to  America  in  the  Mayflower  in  1620 
obtained  a  patent  from  the  London  Company  and  though  con¬ 
trary  winds  carried  them  northward  to  Cape  Code,  they  had 
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intended  to  plant  their  colony  in  Virginia  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Hudson  River. 

“As  John  Eldred  of  Great  Saxham  was  at  that  time  and  for 
fifteen  years,  a  director  of  the  Virginia  Company  of  London,  it 
is  possible  that  the  Eldreds  who  appeared  in  New  England 
between  the  years  of  1635  and  1645,  viz:  William,  Samuel, 
John,  and  Nathaniel,  were  in  some  way  connected  with  his 
family. 

“I.  William  Eldred  of  Yarmouth.  [Massachusetts] 

“William  Eldred  is  known  to  have  been  a  resident  of  Yarmouth 
from  March  3,  1645  to  1 667 (?) .  It  is  thought  that  William  of 
Yarmouth,  Robert  of  Yarmouth  and  Monomoy,  and  Samuel  of 
Cambridge  and  Stonington,  were  brothers  and  that  they  came 
from  England  about  1635.  (My  grandmother  told  me  of  this 
tradition  in  their  family.)  They  all  appear  to  have  been  men 
of  standing  and  substance. 

“William  was  appointed  constable  in  Yarmouth  in  1657,  1662, 
1675,  and  1677.  He  was  also  surveyor  of  highways.  He  married 
Anne,  daughter  of  William  and  Tamesin  Lumpkin  of  Yarmouth. 

“Lumpkin  came  over  in  1637.  He  was  a  deputy  to  the  Colony 
court  and  held  many  local  offices. 

“As  the  Yarmouth  records  were  destroyed  by  fire  in  1674,  my. 
account  of  William  and  his  children  is  brief.  Anne,  his  wife,  was 
buried  November  1,  1676.  The  known  children  of  William  were: 

1.  Anne,  born  in  Yarmouth,  December  16,  1648. 

2.  Sarah,  born  in  Yarmouth,  November  1,  1676. 
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3.  Elisha,  born  in  1653 

4.  Bethia 

“II.  Elisha  Eldred,  born  in  1653,  died  in  Eastham  (Wellfleet, 
C.  Cod)  October  14,  1739,  and  is  buried  in  the  old  graveyard  at 
the  head  of  Duck  Creek,  where  a  stone  marks  the  spot.  His  name 
on  the  Gravestone  is  spelled  Eldreg.  (William  Lumpkin,  the 
father-in-law  of  William  Eldred,  in  his  will  dated  23  July,  1668, 
names,  wife,  Tamesin,  daughter  of  Tamesin,  wife  of  John  Sun- 
derling;  and  grandchildren,  William  Gray,  Elisha  Eldred  and 
Bathis  Eldred.) 

“In  1693,  Elisha  Eldred  was  in  Harwich  wThere  he,  with  Joseph 
Severance  and  Manoah  Ellis,  bought  a  tract  of  land  of  Joseph 
Crook,  an  Indian.  He  resided  in  the  south  part  of  the  town  in 
what  is  sometimes  denominated  the  Doan  Neighborhood.  He 
afterward  sold  his  interest  in  the  above  land  to  Isaac  Alkins  and 
removed  to  the  part  of  Eastham  which  subsequently  became 
the  town  of  Wellfleet.  It  is  not  known  who  his  wife  was.  His  son, 
Elisha  Eldredge,  Jr.,  wras  active  in  church  w'ork,  and  wras  opposed 
to  the  preaching  of  Mr.  Oakes. 

“III.  Elisha  Eldredge  (Jr.)  born  about  1690,  died  in  Mansfield, 
Connecticut,  November  9,  1754.  Married  Dorcas,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Mulford  of  Truro.  She  was  born  in  Eastham,  March  6, 
1692(3)  and  died  in  Mansfield  about  1755.  Her  mother  was 
Mary,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Basset  and  granddaughter  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Basset  who  came  in  the  ship  ‘Fortune’  in  1621.  Elisha  was 
probably  married  in  Truro  and  his  son,  Mulford ,  was  born  there, 
but  by  1715  he  was  again  living  in  Eastham,  and  about  1741  he 
removed  to  Mansfield,  Connecticut. 


“(Historical  Note.  William  Basset  came  in  the  ship  ‘Fortune’  in  1621,  and 
settled  first  in  Plymouth,  then  in  Duxbury,  and  finally  in  Barnstable,  of  which 
town  he  was  an  original  proprietor.  He  died  there  in  1667.  He  was  compara¬ 
tively  wealthy,  being  a  large  landowner,  only  four  in  Plymouth  paying  a 
larger  tax  in  1633.  He  was  on  the  earliest  list  of  freemen  made  in  1633;  was  a 
volunteer  in  the  company  raised  in  1637  to  assist  Massachusetts  and  Connecti¬ 
cut  setders  in  the  Pequot  War;  a  member  of  the  committee  of  the  town  of 
Duxbury  to  lay  out  and  decide  on  the  fitness  of  persons  applying  to  become 
residents,  and  was  representative  to  the  Old  Colony  Courts  six  years. 

“His  son,  Nathaniel,  settled  first  in  Marshfield,  but  removed  to  Yarmouth 
where  he  was  living  in  1664.  His  estate  was  appraised  at  228.11  pounds.  Mary 
Basset,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Mary  (Joyce)  Basset,  married  Thomas,  son 
of  Thomas  Mulford  in  Eastham,  October  29,  1690.  Their  children  were  Anne, 
Dorcas,  Mary,  Hannah,  Elizabeth,  Thomas  and  Jemima.  Dorcas  Mulford, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary,  was  born  in  Eastham,  March  6,  1693,  and 
became  the  wife  of  Ensign  Elisha  Eldredge.  Her  father’s  will,  dated  June  8, 
1728,  proved  July  2,  1748,  names  Daughter  Dorcas  Eldredge  and  first  born 
grandson,  Mulford  Eldredge,  not  of  age.) 

“Owing  to  the  church  troubles  at  Billengsgate  (Eastham),  he 
had  himself  and  children  baptized  in  Truro  in  1727,  where  he 
is  on  the  church  records  as  Elisha  Eldredge,  Jr.  of  Eastham. 
He  and  his  wife  were  admitted  to  the  church  in  South  Mansfield 
by  letter  June  21,  1741.  In  his  will  dated  December  12,  1751, 
and  proved  November  23,  1754,  he  provided  for  the  four  sons 
and  five  daughters  named  below,  and  signs  his  name  Elisha 
Eldredge.  This  spelling  of  the  name  has  been  adhered  to  by 
most  of  his  descendents.  His  wife,  Dorcas,  who  is  named  in  the 
will,  was  dead  in  1756  when  the  estate  was  distributed. 

“Children: 

Mulford ,  born  in  Truro,  January  22,  1713.  Died  in  Mansfield, 
February  15,  1791. 

Jesse,  born  in  Eastham,  August  9,  1715.  Died  in  Wellington, 

December  17,  1794. 


11 


Elisha,  born  in  Eastham,  March  17,  1717.  Father  of  six 
children:  David,  Mary,  Dorcas,  Jemima,  Bethia,  Tamesin. 


“IV.  Mulford.  Father  of  thirteen  children.  Thomas  (died  in 
infancy),  Mary,  Thomas,  Elisha,  Hezekiah ,  Daniel,  Lemuel, 
Abiel,  Mulford,  John,  Micah,  Dorcas,  and  Jemima. 


“V.  Hezekiah.  Born  in  Mansfield,  December  29,  1744.  Died 
June  29,  1806.  Married  January  19,  1766  to  Abigail  Wheton 
of  Ashford. 

“Children: 

1.  Abial.  Born  November  23,  1766. 

2.  Hezekiah.  Born  April  13,  1768.  (Was  a  physician  and 
lived  in  Brighton,  Mass.) 

3.  Elijah.  Born  March  20,  1770.  Died  October  11,  1843. 
Married  Bethiah  Chapman  (Children:  Sarah,  Persis, 
Elijah,  Hezekiah,  Lucius,  Abigail,  Eri,  Elizabeth,  Royal 
Chapman,  and  Cyrus  Whiting.) 

4.  Sybil 

5.  Abigail 

6.  Micah 

7.  Stephen 

8.  Hosea 

9.  Perses 

10.  A  daughter 

“VI.  Micah  (6th  child  of  Hezekiah).  Born  May  24,  1776.  Died 
July  2,  1849.  [See  Note  A.  ]  Was  a  physician  in  Dunstable,  Mass¬ 
achusetts  and  Nashua,  New  Hampshire.  Married  Sally  Butterick. 
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“Children: 


1 .  Hezekiah 

2.  Sarah 

3.  Almira 

4.  Erasmus  Darwin 

5.  Horace 

6.  Olney 

7.  Frederick 

8.  Clifton  B. 

9.  Micah 

10.  Mary 

11.  Lucius  O. 

12.  Melhun  F.  [See  Note  B] _ ” 

The  author ,  £ oeth  Eldredge,  traces  his  ancestry  through  Jesse ,  son  of 
Elisha ,  and  brother  of  Mulford.  We  trace  our  ancestry  through  Mulford , 
son  of  Elisha ,  so  here  we  leave  his  record  and  continue  the  record  1  have 
compiled. 

VII.  Micah  Rudolph (?).  Seventh  son  of  Micah.  Born  in  Dun¬ 
stable,  Massachusetts,  1815.  Died  in  Nashua,  New  Hampshire, 
September  25,  1840.  [See  Note  A.]  He  married  Relief  Lawrence 
Hart,  who  was  born  in  the  Green  Mountains  of  Vermont,  Janu¬ 
ary  12,  1816,  and  died  at  the  home  of  Lucius  Eldredge  at  North 
Springfield,  Pennsylvania,  October  1,  1905. 

Children: 

Lucius  0.  Eldredge,  born  October  30,  1837  at  Nashua,  New 
Hampshire,  and  died  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Gertrude, 
in  Lake  View,  New  York,  on  October  7,  1925.  Grave  in 
cemetery  in  East  Springfield,  Pennsylvania.  .  • 
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Micah  Rudolph  (called  Dolph).  Born  in  Nashua,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire.  Died  in  Michigan. 

VIII.  Lucius  Owen  Eldredge. 

Married  to  Lucy  M.  Everett,  February  2,  1860,  at  East  Spring- 
field,  Pennsylvania.  She  was  born  at  East  Springfield,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  September  1,  1834;  died  there  March  17,  1870. 

Their  children,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  East  Springfield, 
Pennsylvania: 

1.  George  Clifton.  Born  November  20,  1860.  Died  at  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Pennsylvania,  February  13,  1904.  Married  Ida 
Erb  in  1893.  Children:  Clarence  and  Frank. 

2.  Charles  Gilman.  Born  July  14,  1862.  Died  June  30,  1933. 
Married  twice.  Marine  engineer  on  the  Pacific  for  twenty 
years.  No  children. 

3.  Hermon  Elliot.  Born  July  7,  1866.  Died  at  Dayton,  Ohio, 
January  3,  1935.  Married  Martha  A.  Nason,  August  22, 
1893,  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania.  Their  children:  Lucy  Man- 
dana,  Myrtle  May,  Nason  Eliot,  Marian  Ward. 

4.  Frank  Rudolph.  Born  March  2,  1868.  Died  at  North 
Springfield,  December  6,  1896. 

Married  to  Harriet  Luceta  Strickland,  October  10,  1871.  She 
was  born  in  Cattaraugus  County,  New  York,  May  31,  1843; 
died  at  North  Springfield,  Pennsylvania,  June  24,  1925. 

Their  children,  all  born  in  East  Springfield: 

5.  Reginald  Morton.  Born  November  3,  1872.  Died  at  Erie, 
Pennsylvania.  Married  Katharine  A.  Strohminger,  April 
23,  1901,  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania.  Their  children:  Wilbur, 
Grace  and  Harriett. 
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6.  Gertrude  Louesa.  Born  October  22,  1877.  Died  at  Lake 
View,  New  York,  May  13,  1930.  Married  Homer  F. 
Hazan,  June  19,  1905,  at  North  Springfield,  Pennsylvania. 
Their  children:  Louise,  Helen,  Donald,  Edna,  Harold. 

7.  William  Strickland.  Born  August  8,  1879. 

8.  Thomas  Webster.  Born  March  1,  1882.  Died  at  North 
Springfield,  Pennsylvania,  September  18,  1903. 

9.  Elsie  Mae.  Born  March  7,  1886.  Married  Ellsworth  B. 
Thayer,  April  26,  1905,  at  North  Springfield,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Their  children:  Thomas,  Marjorie,  Vivian,  Mil¬ 
dred,  Marie,  Elsie. 

IX.  William  Strickland  Eldredge. 

Married  Frieda  J.  Buth  on  May  19,  1915  at  Chicago,  Illinois. 
She  was  born  November  15,  1893  at  Chicago,  Illinois. 

Their  children: 

1.  Don  Herbert.  Born  May  24,  1919  in  Chicago. 

2.  William  Buth.  Born  April  16,  1928  in  Chicago.  Married 
Patricia  Ann  Sawyier  on  November  25,  1960. 

X.  Don  Herbert  Eldredge. 

Married  Frances  Ellen  Cain,  July  21,  1945,  at  Chicago,  Illinois. 
She  was  born  April  4,  1922  at  Charleston,  Missouri.  . 

Their  children,  all  born  at  Presbyterian  Hospital,  Chicago: 

1.  Laurel  Kathryn,  May  13,  1947 

2.  Joan  Maureen,  August  13,  1949 

3.  Martha  Ellen,  June  13,  1951 

4.  Patricia  Jill,  March  9,  1956 

5.  Don  Herbert ,  Jr .,  October  22,  1958 

XI.  Don  Herbert  Eldredge,  Jr. 
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NOTES 

Note  A.  On  July  21,  1932,  my  family  and  I  drove  north  from 
Wellesley  Hills,  Massachusetts,  to  Twin  Mountains,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire.  We  stopped  at  Nashua,  New  Hampshire,  where  we  saw  the 
site  of  the  Dr.  Micah  home  at  Eldredge  Court  and  Main  Street. 

We  drove  to  Woodlawn  Cemetery  where  the  caretaker  took  us 
to  the  Eldredge  lot,  Range  #3,  Lot  #34.  Inscriptions  on  one 
stone:  “Micah  Eldredge,  M.  D.,  born  in  Ashford,  Connecticut 
May  24,  1776.  Commenced  practice  of  medicine  in  Dunstable, 
Massachusetts,  1798,  in  1818  united  with  the  Congregational 
Church  of  that  place,  in  1820  was  chosen  deacon,  in  1828  moved 
to  Nashua,  where  he  was  elected  to  the  same  office  which  he 
held  until  his  death  July  2,  1849.  Sally  B.,  his  wife.  Born  May  21, 

1779.  Died  September  8,  1886.”  On  another  stone:  “Micah  R. 
Eldredge,  who  died  September  25,  1840.  At  25.” 

Note  B.  As  a  boy  and  young  man,  I  spent  much  time  with  my 
grandmother,  Relief  Lawrence  Hart  Eldredge  Simmons.  I  was 
her  favorite  grandson.  Coming  home  to  North  Springfield  from  17 


Erie,  April  1,  1901,  with  an  attack  of  the  measles,  followed  by 
complications,  I  stayed  at  home  until  the  spring  of  1902,  helping 
in  the  post  office,  working  on  a  farm,  and  continuing  my  study  of 
mechanical  drawing  by  correspondence.  As  Grandfather  Eliot 
Simmons  had  died  and  Grandmother  refused  to  leave  the  farm, 
I  spent  many  nights  with  her  walking  the  two  miles  up  in  the 
evening  and  back  in  the  morning.  She  told  me  about  the 
Eldredge  family  in  Nashua.  Dr.  Micah  she  called  the  old  doctor. 
He  was  a  large  man  with  a  dark  complexion.  He  often  said  that 
the  reason  he  had  so  many  Indians  among  his  patients  was 
because  he  looked  like  an  Indian.  His  seven  sons  were  large  men, 
only  one  measuring  less  than  6  feet  2  inches,  and  none  weighing 
less  than  250  pounds.  The  Doctor  told  his  son,  Micah,  that  he 
was  foolish  to  marry  a  little  snip  of  a  girl  like  my  grandmother, 
that  she  would  not  live  five  years.  Grandfather  Micah  lived  only 
a  little  over  five  years  after  their  marriage,  while  Grandmother 
Relief  lived  to  be  nearly  ninety.  She  came  down  from  the  Green 
Mountains  of  Vermont  to  work  in  the  weaving  mills,  where  she 
met  Micah  who  was  a  foreman. 

Before  Grandmother  died,  I  regretted  that  I  had  not  put  down 
the  names  of  the  family,  so  when  I  was  home  on  a  visit,  I  asked 
her  to  tell  me  the  names  of  the  Eldredge  family.  Her  hour-to- 
hour  memory  was  very  poor  at  the  time.  As  we  talked,  I  picked 
up  a  scrap  of  orange  paper  and  wrote  down  the  names  as  she 
gave  them.  I  think  that  this  was  the  spring  of  1905.  I  put  the  slip 
between  the  leaves  of  my  Naves  Topical  Bible,  where  I  ran 
across  it  from  time  to  time.  The  names  she  gave  were:  Dr.  Micah 
and  Sally  Eldredge.  Their  children,  Hezekiah,  1798,  Sally,  1800, 
Almira,  1802,  Erasmus  Darwin,  1804,  Horace  White,  1805, 
Olney,  1807,  Fredrick  Agustus,  1810,  Clifton  Butterick,  1812, 
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Micah  Rudolph,  1815,  Mary  Abigail,  1818,  Lucius  Owen,  1820, 
Milburn  Fanello,  1822;  all  born  in  Dunstable,  Massachusetts.  I 
was  surprised  years  later  to  find  out  how  accurate  her  memory 
had  been. 

My  father  did  not  remember  much  of  the  family  at  Nashua.  His 
only  recollection  of  his  father  was,  at  the  funeral,  one  of  his 
uncles  lifted  him  up  to  see  his  father.  (He  and  his  brother  lived 
for  years  with  their  mother’s  brother.)  He  and.  his  brother 
“Dolph”  came  “west”  to  East  Springfield,  Pennsylvania,  to  join 
their  mother  when  he  was  fourteen  years  old. 

After  her  husband’s  death,  my  grandmother,  Relief,  went  to 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  where  she  worked  for  a  number  of  years 
as  a  nurse.  Her  sister  had  married  a  tanner,  Eliot  Simmons,  and 
they  had  gone  west,  where  he  built  a  small  tannery.  My  grand¬ 
mother  received  a  letter  from  her  brother-in-law  saying  that  her 
sister  had  died,  leaving  him  with  two  boys,  Frank'  and  Hermon. 
Just  before  she  died,  she  had  said,  “Relief  will  come  and  take 
care  of  you  after  I  am  gone.”  So  my  grandmother  went  west  by 
stagecoach  to  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  by  sailing  vessel  to  Erie, 
Pennsylvania,  to  meet  her  future  husband  and  bring  up  his 
family.  My  father  and  his  brother  came  west  soon  after  to  join 
the  family. 

My  grandmother’s  experience  as  a  nurse  quickly  became  known, 
and  for  years  she  went  around  “putting  women  to  bed,”  which 
was  her  way  of  describing  a  birth.  She  helped  the  local  doctors 
all  her  life.  I  remember  when  she  was  quite  old,  two  doctors 
asked  her  to  help  in  removing  a  cancer  from  a  woman’s  face. 
In  telling  me  about  it  afterward,  she  remarked,  “He  behaved 
very  well  for  a  young  doctor.” 
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My  father  and  his  brother  grew  up  with  Frank  and  Hermon 
Simmons,  working  in  a  tannery  which  had  been  built  on  a  farm 
bought  after  they  came  west.  Frank  Simmons  graduated  at 
Oberlin,  Ohio,  and  afterward  moved  to  Erie,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  became  quite  wealthy.  I  worked  for  him  April,  1896, 
to  April,  1898.  He  outlived  my  father.  My  father  and  his  brother 
both  went  entirely  through  the  Civil  War.  “Dolph”  went  to 
Michigan  after  the  war. 


In  the  envelope  in  the  front  of  Copy  7  of  this  printing  are  the  following 
pertinent  papers: 

1.  Notes  made  by  Hermon  Eldredge  after  his  visit  to  Nashua, 
New  Hampshire,  September  28,  1921. 

2.  Information  collected  by  Hermon  Eldredge. 

3.  The  will  of  Dr.  Micah  Eldredge. 


